
 

 
 

ARGENTINA 

Junta de Seguridad en el Transporte (JST) 

 

 
 

The JST contributes to transport safety through the investigation of transport accidents and incidents whose 

technical investigation corresponds to carry out, also through controls, the issuance of recommendations and 

effective actions.  JST also has the obligation to issue recommendations related to the findings of its research 

that allow contributing to a culture of safety and prevention, with the ultimate goal of saving lives. 

 

JST works with total independence from the regulatory body in each of the means of transport, taking the 

example of its international peers such as the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) of the United States 

or the JTSB (Japan Transportation Safety Board). This will not only guarantee the independence but also the 

transparency of investigations. 

 

Argentina is the first country in Latin America to have a body in charge of investigating accidents that occur in 

all means of transport: automotive, aviation, rail and maritime. 

 

Dr. Julián Obaid 

President 
  

Julián Obaid is a lawyer graduated from Buenos Aires University with a 

commercial and business orientation.  He has more than 15 years of experience 

in the public and private transport sector.  

 

He has worked as an advisor on transport matters for more than 10 years, 

participating in consultancies with the National University of Technology, the 

National Executive Transport Consultancy, the National Undersecretariat of 

Road Transport and the National Secretariat of Transport. 

 

In 2013, Julián Obaid worked as an advisor and Director of Transport Planning for the Transport Agency of the 

province of Buenos Aires. As Director, he had the chance of advising about operations and the strategic plan of 

the agency and of improving the provincial transport system.   

 

In 2015, he was appointed as legal advisor in the Honourable House of Deputies of Argentina and became a 

mentor in transport matters. He participated in the writing process and sanction of Act 27.514, which creates the 

Transport Safety Board and declares transport safety a policy of State. Likewise, this Act was unanimously 

approved by all legislators of both houses.  

 

Currently, Julián Obaid is the first President of the Transport Safety Board, first multimodal investigation agency 

in Latin America.  
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Julián also has a long academic career and is currently working as Head of Practical Assignments in Finance and 

Tax Law in the Law School of the Buenos Aires University. 

 

 

 

Estefania Demichelis 

National Multimodal Director 
 

In 2008 I graduated from the Catholic University in International Relations and began my 

professional career in an NGO that advocates for human rights. 

 

Ms. Demichelis started working in the public sector 12 years ago where she developed 

projects in different areas of the Government of the City of Buenos Aires that nourished her 

with knowledge about the administration of the Argentinian state and the great impact that 

public policies have. 

 

Ms. Demichelis graduated in 2008 from the Catholic University in International Relations and began her 

professional career in an NGO that advocates for human rights.  In 2012 she was awarded a scholarship by the 

New Zealand Government to pursue a Master of Public Policy; a valuable experience that allowed her to 

strengthen her knowledge. 

 

In 2013 Ms. Demichelis joined Humana Brazil as a Community Development Coordinator. She worked and 

lived in a rural community where she planned and executed programs whose main lines of action were: 

strengthening the family economy, promoting the right to education and gender equality, and developing 

environmental awareness. 

 

In 2015 Ms. Demichelis coordinated the Women and Habitat project within the framework of the Improvement 

Program of Barrio Mujica or Villa 31 and 31 bis of CABA. With the aim of improving people's life quality, 

more than 11 km of rainwater, sewer and pavement services were built.  

 

In 2016 Ms. Demichelis became part of Puerto Buenos Aires, a public company within the Ministry of 

Transport of Argentina, as networking solutions delegate where she led the design of the first Strategic 

Sustainability Plan and the First Sustainability Report. She coordinated the implementation of projects, such as 

recycling, discounts for sustainable ships and visits to cruises for low-income children. Additionally, Ms. 

Demichelis was in charge of the International Relations Department and led the special project of the 

Presidency of the Inter-American Committee on Ports of the Organization of American States.  

 

Continuing within the Ministry of Transport of Argentina, since 2020 Ms. Demichelis has been a member of 

JST where she was in charge of coordinating International Relations and striving to insert the JST as a leader in 

the region.  She has been recently appointed as the National Multimodal Director. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

AUSTRALIA 

Australian Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB)  
 

 
 

The ATSB is an independent Commonwealth Government statutory Agency responsible for investigating 

transport-related accidents and incidents within Australia. I t covers air, sea and rail travel. The ATSB is 

governed by a Commission and is separate from transport regulators, policy makers and service providers. 

 

The ATSB was formed on 1 July 1999. It combined the Bureau of Air Safety Investigation (BASI), Marine 

Incident Investigation Unit (MIIU) and parts of the Federal Office of Road Safety (FORS) 

 

Australians travel vast distances by air, sea, rail and road.  Transport activity grows as the economy grows. All 

sectors rely on transport to move products and provide services.   

Although Australia has an impressive safety record, as transport activity increases, so does the risk of accidents 

and incidents.  The Australian government, State and Territory governments, local governments, industry and 

other stakeholders work collaboratively on transport safety. 

 

 

Angus Mitchell 

Chief Commissioner and Chief Executive Officer 
 

Angus Mitchell has extensive experience in operational and organizational leadership 

as well as management, maritime operations and safety investigation. 

He joined the ATSB from Maritime Safety Queensland, where as General Manager, 

he oversaw the safe and efficient movement of vessels into and out of Queensland’s 

21 ports, and was responsible for compliance activities and safety investigations for 

Australia’s largest recreational maritime fleet. 

During his tenure with Maritime Safety Queensland Mr Mitchell was recognized with 

the 2020 Australian Industry and Shipping Award for his role in managing 

international shipping throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, and supporting the 

welfare and safety of international seafarers. 

Prior to leading Maritime Safety Queensland, Mr. Mitchell was the Executive 

Director of NSW Maritime, where he oversaw Australia’s largest state’s primary maritime regulatory, 

investigative and compliance agency. He has also served as Deputy Harbour Master – Operations for Sydney 

Ports, where he was responsible for managing day-to-day port operations for both Sydney Harbour and Port 

Botany. 

Mr. Mitchell served as an officer in the Royal Australian Navy for 17 years, undertaking a number of operational 

and Joint Operations Command roles spanning the globe.  

Mr. Mitchell commenced his five-year term as ATSB Chief Commissioner and Chief Executive Officer on 2 

September 2021. 
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CANADA 

Transportation Safety Board (TSB)  
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Transportation Safety Board of Canada (TSB) is an independent agency created by an Act of Parliament 

(the Canadian Transportation Accident Investigation and Safety Board Act) on 29 March 1990 with the 

mandate to advance safety in air, marine, pipeline, and rail transportation in Canada. The Board itself has up to 

five members, including a chairperson. A staff of about 220, led by the chief operating officer and the Executive 

Committee, supports the Board.  

 

 

Kathy Fox 

Chair 
 

Kathy Fox selected air traffic control as a career in 1974, and worked at Transport 

Canada control towers in Baie-Comeau, Sept-Îles, Saint-Hubert and Montréal-

Dorval, as well as at the Montréal Area Control Centre. 

 

From 1982 until 1986 she was in charge of air traffic control training at the CEGEP 

Saint-Jean-sur- Richelieu, a cooperative training program coordinated by Transport 

Canada and the Quebec Ministry of Education. 

 

Ms. Fox left operational controlling in 1992 to accept a developmental assignment with Air Traffic Services 

Headquarters in Ottawa, assuming progressively senior positions. She transferred to NAV CANADA in 1996 

and became Director, Safety & Quality, in 1997; then Director, Air Traffic Services, in 1999. In 2000, she 

was appointed Assistant Vice-President, Air Traffic Services. She became Vice-President, Operations, on 

April 1, 2003. As Vice-President, Operations, Ms. Fox was responsible for providing executive leadership 

and direction throughout NAV CANADA’s Operations Group. She retired from NAV CANADA in June 

2007 and was appointed as a Member of the TSB in July 2007. 

 

Ms. Fox has been extensively involved in other aviation activities for over 45 years, including sport parachuting 

and commercial aviation. She holds an airline transport pilot licence and flight instructor rating, and has flown over 

5000 hours. She is a recipient of the Fédération aéronautique internationale Paul Tissandier Diploma and the Queen 

Elizabeth II Anniversary Medal for her contributions to sport parachuting in Canada. 

 

Among other awards and distinctions, Ms. Fox received the Transport Canada Aviation 

Safety Award in 1999. In 2004, she was inducted into the Quebec Air and Space Hall of Fame. She received the 

Elsie MacGill Northern Lights Award in 2010 and the David Charles Abramson Flight Instructor Safety Award in 

2011. She was also inducted into Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame and into the Women in Aviation International 

(WAI) Pioneer Hall of Fame in 2016 and 2018 respectively. 

 

Ms. Fox holds a Bachelor of Science degree and a Master’s degree in Business Administration from McGill 

University. She also completed a Master of Science in Human Factors and System Safety with Lund University in 

Sweden. 
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André Lapointe 

Chief Operating Officer 
 

André Lapointe is a seasoned executive, with 28 years of work experience, including 

19 at the executive level. He joined the public service in 1990 with the Canadian 

Security Intelligence Service serving initially as a political analyst and later, as the 

Managing Editor for the Analysis Branch. 

 

Mr. Lapointe joined Transport Canada (TC) in 1996 in the Intelligence Division, and 

in 2000 became Executive Assistant to the Deputy Minister. From 2003–2006, he 

served as the Executive Director, Strategic Policy and R&D, which included 

responsibility for the Transportation Development Centre. From 2007–2014, he served as Regional Director 

General for the Quebec Region; and between 2014 and his joining the TSB in 2019, he served as TC’s 

Assistant Deputy Minister of Corporate Services and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

Mr. Lapointe holds a BA with distinction in Political Science from McGill University and an MA in Social 

Sciences from the University of Ottawa. 

 

 

 

 

 

FINLAND 

Safety Investigation Authority (SIA) 

 

 
 

 

The Safety Investigation Authority was founded January 3, 1996 in connection with the Ministry of Justice. The 

Authority carries out its functions independently and impartially.  The activities are divided into five 

investigative branches: aviation, rail traffic, maritime traffic, other accidents, and social and healthcare 

accidents. SIAF can also investigate exceptional events. A Chief Investigator has been appointed for each 

investigative branch. They are responsible for the investigation of accidents and incidents in their respective 

fields together with the Safety Investigators. 

 

The “other accidents” investigative branch investigates accidents that must be considered particularly serious 

due to the number of deceased or injured victims, the amount of environmental, property or financial damage, 

or the nature of the accident (major accident). 

The accidents investigated in this investigative branch include explosions and fires, structural damage and 

collapses, and leaks and discharges of dangerous substances. 

 

An “exceptional event” refers to a very serious event that was not an accident and 

which resulted in death or that threatened or seriously damaged basic functions 
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in society. Contrary to the branch investigations mentioned above, the Council of State decides on the initiation 

of the investigation of an exceptional event. The Council of State appoints an investigation team, in connection 

with the Safety Investigation Authority, to investigate the event. The investigation team then carries out its  

 

functions independently and impartially.  The COVID-19 investigation and the investigation of the Turku  

terrorist attack for example have been investigated as exceptional events. 

 

In addition, the Safety Investigation Authority uses the services of experts in the investigation for an hourly 

payment. The Safety Investigation Authority provides investigation training for its experts. They are appointed 

individually for specific tasks, such as a member of the investigative board. Once appointed to an investigation 

team, the expert have the same prerogatives as civil servants during the investigation. 

 

• Ministry of Justice investigated aviation accidents since the early 1970s 

• Planning committee for the investigation of major accidents since 1986 

• Safety Investigation Authority, Finland since 1 March 1996 (Disasters and associated incidents, aviation 

and rail accidents). 

• Investigation of maritime accidents and incidents since 1 March 1997. 

• After the Safety Investigation Act entered into force in June 2011, accident investigation boards were no 

longer established. To investigate an incident, the Safety Investigation Authority now appoints an 

investigation team consisting of a head of team and typically 1–3 experts. Special experts may be also 

used as necessary. In a safety investigation, the investigator-in-charge is the Chief Safety Investigator of 

the investigative branch. 

 

 

Kurt Kokko 

Executive Director 
 

Mr. Kokko was nominated Executive Director of the Safety Investigation Authority, 

Finland by the Government of Finland in December 2021. Mr. Kokko started his 

assignment in February 2022.  

Starting his career in public service in 1984 as a training officer in a reconnaissance 

unit at the Coastal Ranger School and later transferred to the Finnish Border Guard as 

a chief of a guard station. 

 

Mr. Kokko started as a research scientist in 1999 at a small drug development 

company Juvantia Pharma Ltd. His research concentrated overarchingly on 

neurological diseases such as Parkinson’s and Alzheimer's disease. He developed computational methods to 

speed up the drug discovery process for finding and developing potential small molecules.   

 

In 2003, Mr. Kokko transferred to the Forensic Laboratory of the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI), 

where he first worked as an expert in the field of crimes of destruction and in technical investigations and later 

as a superior of various departments. He also helped to streamline the collaboration between the different units 

of the NBI and local police units – adding to the improvement of the overall situational awareness.  

 

Mr. Kokko has also been the vice-chairman of Explosion Working Group in ENFSI (European Network of 

Forensic Science Institutes) and has co-authored technical guides of fire and explosion investigations. 

 

Mr. Kokko joined SIAF as an external expert in 2005.  



 

He has also been a professional diver specialized in demolitions underwater or on ground. 

 

In 2016, Kurt started as a Head of Unit for market surveillance of professional products in the EU market at the 

Finnish Safety and Chemicals Agency.  

 

Mr. Kokko has also been a member of several national advisory boards and the chairman of the EU 

Commission's AdCO working group on construction products. 

 

Mr. Kokko holds a Master’s degree in Physical Chemistry, specializing in quantum chemistry and molecular 

modelling, from the University of Oulu. 

 

He is married and has two grown-up children. 

 

 

 

Dr. Hannamari Helke 

Administrative Director 
 

Dr. Hannamari Helke has been working with transportation and safety issues for 

more than twenty years. She has experience from the municipal sector, the Ministry 

of Transport and Communications and the Safety Investigation Authority, Finland 

(SIAF). She joined the SIAF in 2013 as an Administrative Director. 

 

Between 2000 and 2008, Dr. Helke held part-time teaching positions first in 

environmental law at the University of Turku and later in commercial law at the Tampere University of 

Technology. She completed a Court Training with the District Court of Kokkola in 2001 between the two 

assignments.  

 

Dr. Helke has worked as a Deputy City Attorney, Attorney and Administrative Director for the City of Tampere 

specializing in legal counselling for the city in the areas of transportation, the environment and urban planning 

as well as administration and human resources.  

 

Dr. Helke has served at the Ministry of Transport and Communications first as a Ministerial Adviser and later 

as a Senior Government Adviser. Her tasks have included promotion of public transportation by developing the 

administration, the legislation, and the use of state aid.  

 

Currently serving as the Administrative Director of the SIAF, her work also includes investigation and 

international co-operation among others. Dr. Helke was involved in the amendment of the Finnish Safety 

Investigation Act to its current form. 

 

Dr. Helke participated in the twinning project between the Italian Railway and Maritime Investigation Body 

(Digifema) and the Safety Investigation Authority, Finland in 2016.  She is the author of “Safety Investigation 

Act – Interpretation and Practice” published in 2019 (in Finnish). 

 

Dr. Helke holds a Master’s degree in Law from the University of Turku and a Master’s degree in Science from 

the Tampere University of Technology. She earned her PhD in Law from the University of Helsinki in March 

2022. Her doctoral thesis dealt with Maritime Safety Investigation in the Legal Field and Its Relationship to the 

Legal Determination of Criminal Liability. 

 



Dr. Helke has been conferred a senior decoration (Knight) of the Order of White Rose of Finland by the 

President in 2018.  She speaks fluent Italian and enjoys spending time at her vacation home in Italy with her 

spouse.  

 

 

Tiina Bieber 

Head of Communications 
 

Tiina is a seasoned PA and communications professional with over 15 years of 

experience in national and international organizations. She joined the Safety 

Investigation Authority, Finland in the fall of 2019.  

 

Prior to her current position, Tiina served as a Chargée, Public Affairs for the 

U.S. State Department in Strasbourg, France from 2011 to 2019. She has held 

different positions in communications and political affairs in Finland, France, 

Germany and the U.S. prior to 2011.  

 

Tiina holds a BA in English from the March Bloch University in Strasbourg and a BA in Political Science from 

the Political Science Institute (IEP) of Strasbourg and the University of Helsinki. She has an Master’s degree in 

Social Sciences / International Affairs from the University of Helsinki.  

 

Tiina is a mother of three and married to a French-German business executive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRANCE 

Bureau d'Enquêtes et d’Analyses (BEA) 

 

 
 

 

The BEA’s main mission is to contribute to the improvement of aviation safety by means of the publication of 

reports and recommendations issued following investigations and studies on air accidents and incidents. 

 

In the case of an accident with fatal consequences and involving French authorities, two investigations are 

undertaken in parallel: the judicial investigation is directed by a prosecutor or undertaken under his control, the 

Safety Investigation is undertaken by the BEA. 

 

These two investigations have different objectives: 

• the judicial investigation is aimed at determining fault that may result in liability being established 

and thus on convictions. 
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• The BEA investigation is aimed at improving aviation safety for the benefit of passengers and crews. 

Contrary to the judicial investigation, it does not presuppose the existence of a misdemeanor or a 

crime. 

 

The BEA investigation follows international rules, coming from ICAO, translated into the French judicial 

system in the form of laws and decrees. The judicial investigation depends on national law and is undertaken 

under very varying conditions from one country to another. Thus, in some countries, the judicial investigation 

only starts after the end of the safety investigation. 

 

Although in France these investigations are independent of each other, the law has determined the relationship 

between them. Thus, for example, flight recorders are placed under seal by the judicial authorities and handed to 

the BEA to be read out under its control. Further, regular contacts are established between the BEA and the 

authorities in charge of judicial investigations. 

 

Since 2014, advance agreements have been signed or amended with the Ministries of Justice and of the Interior, 

in accordance with the requirements of the European Regulation, in order to ensure coordination between the 

judicial investigation and the Safety Investigation, which must be able to access the same data and the same 

evidence without restriction, while remaining independent and distinct from each other. 

 

 

Rémi Jouty 

Director 
  

Rémi Jouty began his career in aeronautical research at the Direction Générale de 

l’Armement (DGA) where he managed the programmes on aerodynamic and flight 

dynamics from 1987 to 1995. 

 

From 1995 to 2006, he dedicated himself to aviation safety at the Direction Générale 

de l’Aviation Civile (DGAC) in the SFACT (the Service de la Formation 

Aéronautique et du Contrôle Technique, which became the Direction du Contrôle de 

la Sécurité in 2005). He oversaw all activities related to certification and continuing 

airworthiness of French-designed or registered public transport aircraft. In a European context, he ran the 

international teams responsible for the A330 and A340, then the definition of the certification conditions for the 

A380. 

 

He organised the gradual transfer of type certification activities for transport aeroplanes and helicopters to the 

European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) and implemented the new European regulation on aircraft 

maintenance, the issuing and continuation of individual airworthiness. 

 

From 2006 to 2008, he took over as head of the Investigation Department at the BEA, and was then asked in 

January 2009 to assist the Director of the 

DSAC (Direction de la Sécurité de l’Aviation Civile), the DGAC’s oversight authority with 1,300 staff. While 

there , he oversaw the process of risk evaluation and reduction. 

 

Married with two children, Rémi is a graduate of the Ecole Polytechnique and of the Ecole Nationale de 

l’Aéronautique et de l’Espace (ENSAE). 

 

Rémi has been gliding and has performed over 1,000 flying hours on twin-engine aeroplanes, in IFR conditions. 

 

 

 



INDIA 

Commission of Railway Safety (CRS)  
 

 
 

 

The Commission of Railway Safety (CRS) , working under the administrative control of the Ministry of Civil 

Aviation of the Government of India, deals with matters pertaining to safety of rail travel and train operation 

and is charged with certain statutory functions as laid down in the Railways Act (1989), which are of an 

inspectorial, investigatory & advisory nature.  

 

The Commission functions according to certain rules viz. statutory investigation into accidents rules framed 

under the Railways Act and executive instructions issued from time to time. The most important duty of the 

Commission is to ensure that any new railway line to be opened for passenger traffic should conform to the 

standards and specifications prescribed by the Ministry of Railways and the new line is safe in all respects for 

carrying of passenger traffic. This is also applicable to other works such as gauge conversion, doubling of lines 

and electrification of existing lines.  The commission also conducts statutory inquiry into serious train accidents 

occurring on the Indian Railways and makes recommendations for improving safety on the railways in India. 

 

 

Shailesh Kumar Pathak 

Chief Commissioner of Railway Safety 
 

Mr. Pathak was previously the commissioner of railway safety of the Northern 

Circle.  He joined the Indian Railway Service of Engineers (ISRE) in 1986.  He 

has successfully piloted several important projects for the railways, including 

that of the Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor.  He has visited Japan, South 

Korea, Malaysia and Singapore to study their advanced metro rail services and 

received several awards for his outstanding services to the Indian railways over 

the years.  
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JAPAN 

Japanese Transportation Safety Board (JTSB)  
 

 
 

JTSB contributes to preventing the occurrence of accidents and mitigating the damage caused by them, thus 

improving transport safety while raising public awareness, and thereby protecting the people’s lives by 

accomplishing appropriate accident investigations which thoroughly unveil the causes of accidents and damages 

incidental to them, and urging the implementation of necessary policies and measures through the issuance of 

safety recommendations and opinions or provision of safety information. 

 

JTSB conducts scientific and objective accident investigations separated from apportioning blame and liability, 

while deeply exploring into the background of the accidents, including the organizational factors, and produce 

reports with speed.  The resulting reports are clear and easy to understand.  In addition, JTSB issues 

recommendations, opinions or factual information notices nationally and internationally, and makes efforts 

towards disclosing information in view of ensuring the transparency of accident investigations. 

 

Consideration is given for the feelings of victims and their families, or the bereaved and JTSB provides them 

with information regarding the accident investigations in a timely and appropriate manner, and responds to their 

voices sincerely as well. 

 

 

Dr. Nobuo Takeda 

Chairperson 
 

Dr. Nobuo Takeda is currently Chairman, Japan Transport Safety Board (JTSB) and 

Professor Emeritus, the University of Tokyo.  

His research includes experimental micromechanics of composites and smart 

composite structural health monitoring (SHM) and  

process/life cycle monitoring (LCM). He has led several Japanese national projects on 

structural health and process monitoring of  

aerospace composite structures mainly based on optical fiber sensors.  

 

He was President of International Committee of Composite Materials (ICCM, 2015-2016) and Japanese 

Representative of International Committee on Aeronautical Fatigue (ICAF, 2009-2017).  

 

He is currently Asian Editor of Composites Part A. He is World Fellow of ICCM and Fellow of SAMPE.  He 

graduated from the University of Tokyo with BEngr and MEngr (Aeronautics), from University of Florida with 

PhD (Engineering Mechanics). Then he also graduated from the University of Tokyo with DEngr (Aeronautics). 

After working at Japan Atomic Energy Research Institute (JAERI) and Kyushu University, he joined the faculty 

at the University of Tokyo in 1988. He was Dean, Graduate School of Frontier Sciences in 2013-2015, and Vice 

President in 2015-2017 
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KOREA 

Aviation and Railway Accident Investigation Board (ARAIB)  
 

 
 

 

The Aviation and Railway Accident Investigation Board began on 10 July 2006 as a multi-modal investigation 

agency, integrating the Korea Aviation Accident Investigation Board established on 12 August 2002 with the 

Railway Accident Investigation Board established on 28 July 2005, and the purpose of the establishment is to 

protect the peoples' lives and property by ensuring the safety of aviation and railway through the prevention of 

aviation and railway accidents, conducting objective and impartial investigations into the aviation and railway 

accidents. 

 

 

Jong-woo Kim 

Director General 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yeon-Seok Chae 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education 

Mar. 1971 to Feb. 1975 Korea Kyunghee University, Dept. of Physics  

Bachelor of Science  

Mar. 1975 to Feb. 1977 Korea Kyunghee University, Dept. of Mechanical Engineering 

Master of Engineering 

Jan. 1982 to Aug. 1984 Mississippi State University, Dept. of Aerospace Engineering 

Master of Science  

Sept. 1984 to Jul. 1987 Mississippi State University, Dept. of Aerospace Engineering 

           Doctor of Philosophy in Aerospace Engineering 

 

Employment 

Feb. 1988 to Dec. 1998      Korea Aerospace Research Institute  

Space Propulsion Group, Head 

Dec. 1997 to Apr. 2001 Korea Aerospace Research Institute 
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Director of KSR-III (Liquid Propellant Sounding Rocket R&D Project) 

Aug. 2000 to Oct. 2002 Korea Aerospace Research Institute 

Vice President 

Dec. 2002 to Dec. 2005 Korea Aerospace Research Institute 

President 

Jan. 2006 to Dec. 2012      Korea Aerospace Research Institute 

Research Fellow 

Mar. 2006 to Dec. 2008      Young Astronauts Korea 

       Vice President 

Mar. 2013 to Dec. 2019 University of Science & Technology 

                                      Professor 

Nov. 2017 to Present  Aviation & Railway Accident Investigation Board of Korea 

Chairman 

 

Books and Journal Publications 

We go to the Space, Haenamu, 2006 

Rocket Story, Seung-San, 2002 

Visual Space Development Story, Na-Kyung Culture, Ltd., 1995  

Visual Rocket Story, Na-Kyung Culture, Ltd., 1995  

Study on the Korean Early Firearms, Il-Gi-Sa, 1981 

Rocket and Space Journey, Bum-Seo Publisher, 1972 (recommended by Ministry of Culture and Tourism) 

 

 

 

Yeon Myung KIM, Ph.D 

 

Dr. Yeon Myung KIM is a professor of Hanseo University in Republic of Korea. He had been 

the President of the Korea Institute of Aviation Safety Technology (KIAST) from July 6, 

2018 to September 15, 2021. KIAST, established by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure 

and Transport (MOLIT) in 2013, is a specialized aviation safety institute dedicated to 

performing aircraft certification, aircraft inspection, testing, research and technology 

development work for aircraft accident prevention.  He was a Vice President of the Korea 

Transport Institute(KOTI) before he joined the KIAST.  He worked as a Policy Analyst of 

the ITF(International Transportation Form) at the OECD organization in Paris, for two 

years since September 2013. He received his PhD in Transportation Program of Civil Engineering at University 

of Maryland at College Park, USA in 1997 after receiving the Master of Science degree from the graduate 

school of Seoul National University. After the completion of his academic careers in U.S., he joined as research 

fellow in KOTI in 1997.  

 

He has pursued a career in aviation policies and technology both in civilian and military sector with the deepest 

interest on aviation environment such as air transport liberalization, open skies, policy and airport master plan. 

He is a member of aviation committee at Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport in Republic of Korea. 

Also, he has served as a Vice President of Korea Transportation Research Society. While he was serving his 

duty at KOTI, he has joined as faculty member to teach students at Seoul National University and Korea 

Aerospace University.  

 

In KOTI, he conducted more than 150 national projects and overseas projects in conjunction with various 

foreign governments. Most memorable projects were Incheon International Airport Master Plan for Year 2030, 

Joint project of Korea-European Union Air Transport Liberalization policy and Mid- and Long term National 

Airport System Planning project in Korea as well as Smart Airport Master Plan project. The most of case, the 

result of his research works reflected to national and international policies in technology and law perspectives.  

 



 

THE NETHERLANDS 

Dutch Safety Board 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Dutch Safety Board is authorised to conduct investigations in nearly every area and sector. In addition to 

incidents in the aviation, shipping, railway, chemical and petrochemical industries, the Board investigates 

incidents in the construction and health-care sectors, as well as military incidents at the Ministry of Defence. 

The Dutch Safety Board can also carry out investigations into how Dutch parties are dealing with incidents 

abroad that have consequences extending to the Netherlands. In certain cases, the Board is under an obligation 

to carry out an investigation. At an international level, the Board plays a role in carrying out safety 

investigations under international treaties and European legislation. Where necessary, the Board works in 

conjunction with foreign investigative bodies. 

 
 

Jeroen Dijsselbloem 

Chairman 
 

Jeroen Dijsselbloem graduated in Agricultural Economics from Wageningen 

University in 1991 and began his career as a policy officer for Agriculture & 

Environment at the European Parliament and for the parliamentary group of the 

Dutch Labour Party (PvdA). From the end of 1996, he worked closely with the 

Dutch Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality on its strategy to combat 

swine fever and its response to a series of food scandals. Dijsselbloem held this 

position until 2000, when he was sworn in as a Labour MP in the Dutch Lower 

House and became the party’s spokesman on issues ranging from taxation, 

migration and integration, to education and youth care. In 2012 he was appointed 

Minister of Finance in the newly elected Labour-Liberal coalition government and from the start of 2013 also 

served as Chairman of the Eurogroup, the consultative body for the eurozone’s finance ministers. He held both 

positions for five years. On 1 May 2019, he succeeded Tjibbe Joustra as chairman of the Dutch Safety Board. 

 
 

Annemarie Schuite 

Legal Officer  
 

Annemarie Schuite is the legal counsel of the Dutch Safety Board since June 2010. 

She advices all sectors within the board as well as staff services on numerous 

subjects, however her main focus lies within the transport sectors. 

 

Prior to the Dutch Safety Board she worked as a legal counsel for the Health Care 

Inspectorate and for the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports. She has a 

university degree in Dutch Private Law and is currently following the Advanced 

Master program at the International Institute of Air and Space Law. Ms. Schuite has been attending the ITSA 

meetings since 2014. 
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New Zealand 

Transport Accident Investigation Commission (TAIC)  
 

 
 

The Commission is established by the Transport Accident Investigation Commission Act 1990. The 

Commission's corporate form is an independent Crown entity subject to the provisions of the Crown Entities 

Act 2004.   

 

The Commission’s powers enable it to carry out its inquiries, and includes the power to prohibit access to an 

accident site, to inspect and remove records, and to secure physical evidence. Some of its powers are provided 

under the Commissions of Inquiry Act 1908. 

 

The Commission comprises four Commissioners, supported by a Chief Executive and her 27 staff, with an 

annual budget of about $5m.  As well as being Commissioners for the inquiry purposes, they are also the 

independent Crown entity board, in keeping with the requirements of the Crown Entities Act 2004. 

 

 

Jane Meares 

Chief Commissioner 
 

Jane Meares is a commercial barrister based at Clifton Chambers, Wellington. She is a 

leading legal adviser with an extensive range of advisory experience in both the public 

sector and the corporate world. 

Jane Meares was first appointed to the Commission in February 2015, and appointed 

Chief Commissioner in November 2016.  

 

Jane has a number of significant governance roles including deputy chair of the 

Electoral Commission, chair of Financial Services Complaints Limited, and chair of the 

Ballet Foundation of New Zealand. She is a member of Land Information New Zealand's risk and assurance 

committee, and a Member of the New Zealand Law Society's Independent Review Panel. 

 

She was the chief legal adviser at the Treasury and, before that, a commercial partner in the Wellington office of 

Bell Gully. She undertakes a broad range of commercial and public sector advisory work.Ms. Fox holds a 

Bachelor of Science degree and a Master’s degree in Business Administration from McGill University. She also 

completed a Master of Science in Human Factors and System Safety with Lund University in Sweden.  
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Martin Sawyers 

Chief Operating Officer 
 

Martin leads the TAIC organization to support the Commissioners in the delivery of 

their statutory purpose, which is to help improve transport safety. He has extensive 

legal and senior management experience in the private and public sectors.  

 

Before TAIC, Martin was Chief Executive and Registrar of the Plumbers, Gasfitters 

and Drainlayers Board. Prior to that, he was General Counsel and Manager of Corporate Services for the Real 

Estate Agents Authority and also previously managed legal operations at the Department of Corrections. 

 

Martin also brings significant governance experience from his years as Mayor of Buller District Council, Chair 

of an Electricity Lines Company and Deputy Chair of a State Owned Enterprise. 

 

 

 

 

 

NORWAY 

Norwegian Safety Investigation Authority (NSIA)  
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Norwegian Safety Investigation Authority (NSIA) is an independent administrative agency organized under 

the Ministry of Transport.  Before 1989 ad hoc committees of inquiry were established following aviation 

accidents to look into the sequence of events, causes and responsibilities (the Aviation Accident Committee). 

The committees had no permanent premises and were often made up of individuals affiliated to the Norwegian 

Air Traffic and Airport Management (presently known as Avinor) and the Armed Forces. 

 

The Accident Investigation Board for Civil Aviation (HSL) was established on 10 July 1989 with permanent 

employees, in line with the international aviation organization ICAO’s established template.  In 1999 the 

Accident Investigation Board for Civil Aviation (HSL) was established as a separate agency under the Ministry 

of Transport and Communications. 

 

In 2002 the organization’s mandate was expanded to include accidents and serious incidents in the railway 

sector. The name was changed to the Accident Investigation Board for Civil Aviation and Railways (HSLB).  In 

2005 the organization’s mandate was expanded to also include investigation of accidents and serious incidents 

in connection with road traffic, and the name was changed to the Accident Investigation Board Norway (AIBN). 

 

In 2008 the AIBN’s mandate was expanded to also include investigation of marine accidents and serious 

incidents. At the same time, the Institute of Maritime Enquiry and the Permanent Investigation Board for 

Special Accidents in the Fisheries Fleet were dissolved. 

 

In 2020 the AIBN’s mandate was expanded to also include investigation of accidents and serious incidents in 

the defense sector, and the Norwegian name of the agency was shortened to Statens havarikommisjon (SHK) 

(English name is Norwegian Safety Investigation Authority (NSIA)). On the same date, the Defense Accident 

Investigation Board Norway (DAIBN) was dissolved. 
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William Bertheussen 

Director General 
 

William J. Bertheussen studied at the Royal Naval Academy in Bergen and later earned 

a Masters in Maritime law at the University of Oslo and in a Masters in Societal Safety 

at the University of Stavanger. He has worked on submarines, cruise ships and at the 

Norwegian Maritime Directorate before starting at the AIBN in 2005.  

 

He has also had his own small fishing boat. William also bought and took over a 

coastal trading post on Loppa island in North Norway together with his brother. 

William has been renovating it ever since and has built up a small coastal museum on the island. Today he and 

his father run it! He goes there with his girlfriend Elin every summer. His daughter lives in Montreal and has 

been to Loppa many times! When the sky is blue William goes flying or skydiving! 

 

 

 

 

Singapore 

Transport Safety Investigation Bureau (TSIB)  
 

 
 

 

The TSIB is the air, marine and rail accidents and incidents investigation authority in Singapore. Its mission is 

to promote transport safety through the conduct of independent investigations into air, marine and rail accidents 

and incidents. 

 

The sole objective of TSIB’s safety investigations is the prevention of transport accidents and incidents. The 

safety investigations do not seek to apportion blame or liability. Accordingly, TSIB reports should not be used 

to assign blame or determine liability. 

 

Originally named the Air Accident Investigation Bureau of Singapore (AAIB), the organization was renamed to 

Transport Safety Investigation Bureau (TSIB) in August 2016 to include marine safety investigations. 

 

 

Chow Wah Chong 

Director 
 

Chow Wah joined the then-Air Accident Investigation Bureau of Singapore (AAIB) 

in February 2004 as Air Safety Investigator. Prior to being a safety investigator, he 

worked with Singapore Airlines to manage the safe operation of the fleet of aircraft. 

Chow Wah background was in aircraft maintenance.  

 

Chow Wah took over the directorship of TSIB in November 2016, which also has a 
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statutory role as the Chief Inspector of Accidents. He leads a team of safety investigators to ensure that 

Singapore has the appropriate legislative and organizational frameworks as well as the capabilities to promote 

aviation, marine and rail safety through the conduct of independent investigations.  

 

Chow Wah holds a bachelor’s degree in Aerospace Operations with the University of Technology, Sydney. 

 

 
Ho Yao Tong, Victor 
Rail Safety Investigator 
 
Victor joined the Transport Safety Investigation Bureau (TSIB Singapore) in May 2019 as a Rail 
Safety Investigator.  The Rail Safety Investigation Section operationalised in Apr 2020, which 
looked into railway accidents and incidents for the purpose of enhancing railway safety. 
 
Prior to being a rail safety investigator, Victor was a railway engineer in one of the rail operators 
in Singapore.  He spearheaded an Engineering Specialist Team which looked into multi-
disciplinary aspects to improve the reliability of railway operations. 
 
Victor holds a bachelor’s degree in Electrical and Electronic Engineering from the Nanyang 

Technological University and a Master of Science in Electrical and Electronic Engineering from the Singapore Institute of 
Technology. 

 

 

  

 

 

SWEDEN 

Swedish Accident Investigation Authority (SHK) 

 

 
 

 

The State Accident Commission (SHK) was established on 1 July 1978. Initially, SHK only investigated certain 

serious accidents and incidents in civil and military aviation. From 10 March 1982, SHK was given the 

responsibility of investigating all aviation accidents and serious incidents. As of 1 July 1990, the SHK's 

investigative responsibility was extended to all serious accidents and incidents under the Accident Investigation 

Act. 
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John Ahlberk 

Director-General 
  

Ahlberk is a trained lawyer and has also completed notary and judge 

training.  Since 2001, he has worked at the Department of Justice, where in 2013 

he was appointed Head of Unit at the Criminal Policy Unit of the Ministry of 

Justice.  Ahlberk assumed the position of Director-General and Head of the 

Swedish Accident Investigation Authority on May 1, 2020.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jonas Bäckstrand 

Deputy Director-General  
 

One of three chairmen of investigations 

 

Background:  

Master of Laws Uppsala University 1995 

Associate Judge, Svea Court of Appeal 

Senior Legal Adviser, Ministry of Justice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

TAIWAN 

Taiwan Transportation Safety Board (TTSB) 

 

 
 

The Taiwan Transportation Safety Board (TTSB) is an independent government agency of the Republic of 

China responsible for major transportation accidents on aviation, railways, waterways, and highways in Taiwan.  

The council is headquartered in Xindian District, New Taipei.  The Board is composed of two full-time Board 

Members along with six Adjunct Board Members. 

 

The Aviation Safety Committee, later renamed Aviation Safety Council, was established on May 28, 1998 as an 

independent agency. It was put under the administration of Executive Yuan (the executive branch of the 

government of the Republic of China) in May 2001 until May 20, 2012 after which it became an independent 
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body again.  On August 1, 2019, in a response to a perceived shortcoming in the initial ad hoc investigation of 

the 2018 Yilan train derailment, the agency’s portfolio expanded to cover major highway and railway incidents 

alongside aviation safety.  The English name ultimately chosen was "Taiwan Transportation Safety Board". 

 
 
 

Hong Young, Ph.D. 

Chairperson 
  

Dr. Young is a trained mechanical engineer specializing in aviation safety and 

risk management, commercial pilot training, and smart manufacturing system.  

He is a Distinguished Professor at National Taiwan University, where he has 

served in the Mechanical Engineering Department since 1987.  He previously 

served on the Board of Science and Technology. 

 

His expertise covers precision machining on Silicon wafers and TSV for 3D-IC, 

NC machine tools design and manufacturing, and automation. From 1996 to 

2001, Dr. Young had managed the National Project on “Commercial Pilot 

Training Program”, assigned by the Ministry of Communication and 

Transportation. More than 60 cadets were successfully trained in Australia and 

the States, and are all servicing in major airlines in Taiwan. Dr. Young  was  

wanted to fill in the CEO position in Taiwan government cabinet ASC in charge of national aviation safety in 

the period 2005-2009. He resumed the ASC position as the Chairman in 2018. Transport Safety Board, Taiwan 

(TTSB) was formed in 2019. Now he is serving as the Chairman of TTSB as well as the President of the Society 

of Manufacturing Engineering (SME), Taiwan Chapter. 

 

Dr. Young holds a Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from the University of New South Wales and a BSc in 

Mechanical Engineering from National Taiwan University 
 
 

 

Dr. Iris Yueh-Ling Hsu 

Vice Chair 
 

Dr. Hsu was appointed as Vice Chair of the Taiwan Transportation Safety 

Board on 1 August 2019.  She began her career in aviation in 1995. Prior to 

joining the board, she worked six years for China Airlines in cabin services, 

flight operations, and corporate planning divisions, fifteen years at the 

Department of Air Transportation in Kainan University as an Assistant 

Professor/ Associate Professor & Head of the department, and four years as the 

member of flight safety oversight committee of National Airborne Service 

Corps, Ministry of the Interior in Taiwan.  

 

Vice Chair Hsu earned her MSc and PhD in Air Transport from Cranfield 

University in the UK. Her main research areas of interest and publications include safety management system, 

aviation safety investigation, airline operations & management, human factors, and cultural differences. 

 

 



Kang Li, Ph.D. 

Full Time Board Member 
 

Dr. Li joined the TTSB in July, 2017, and is one of two full-time Board 

Members along with six Adjunct Board Members.  He is mainly in charge of 

railroad accident investigations, including the most serious accidents of Taiwan 

Railways Administration (TRA) in recent years: Puyuma Express derailment in 

Yilan County in 2018 and Taroko Express derailment in Hualien County in 

2021. 

 

Dr. Li is also Associate Professor of the National Taiwan University (NTU), 

where he serves as Director of the Intelligent Vehicles & Mechatronics 

Laboratory and Director of the Advanced Power Research & Development 

Center. Dr. Li has more than eighteen years of research experience in vehicle 

automation and electrification, robotics and intelligent transportation systems. 

He has been widely known for his research in autonomous vehicles. He is also a Member of the Automated 

Vehicle Strategy Committee, Ministry of Transportation & Communications, Taiwan. 

 

Dr. Li holds a Ph.D. and M.S. in Mechanical Engineering from the University of California-Berkeley and a B.S. 

in Mechanical Engineering from National Taiwan University 

 

Dr. Li specializes in augmented speed enforcement, intelligent vehicle technologies, mechatronics, control 

engineering, signal processing, automatic driving systems, sensor fusion, automotive control system virtual 

validation, hydraulic servo systems 

 

 
 

Dr. Ming-Shan Yeh 

Board Member 
 

Expertise in highway safety, railway safety, traffic accident investigation and 

reconstruction, and railway engineering 

 

Dr. Yeh Had received the diploma of Department of Agriculture Engineering, 

National Ping Tung Institute of Agriculture (NPTIA)in 1977, and served in 

Army two years as second lieutenant. Then worked as research assistant at The 

Research Center of Agriculture Engineering from 1979 to 1981. Due to the 

recommendation of the former chairperson, Dr. Yeh had transferred as the 

teaching assistant at my graduated department, NPTIA about two and half years. 

Dr. Yeh accomplished his master degree from University of Southwestern of 

Louisiana, Department of Civil Engineering, and furthermore, his doctoral degree from Michigan State 

University, Department of Civil and Environment Engineering. 

 

Dr. Yeh had worked two years as project engineering, sector leader, and deputy director of Office of Taipei 

Railway Underground Construction, Ministry of Communication and Transportation. Then, Dr. Yeh as 

associate professor, and chairperson of Department of Traffic Engineering and Management, Feng Chia 

University, and also as Deputy director of Division of Student Affair, and director of The center of Leadership 

and the research center of traffic accident authentication. Dr. Yeh was professor of Department of 

Transportation and Logistic over 30 years. Then Dr. Yeh had retired from Feng Chia University. Now Dr. Yeh 

is as the board member of Taiwan Transportation Safety Board(TTSB) in charge of the highway traffic accident 

investigation. 



UNITED KINGDOM 

Accident Investigation Chiefs’ Council (AICC) 

 

Air Accident Investigation Branch (AAIB) 

Marine Accident Investigation Branch (MAIB)  

Rail Accident Investigation Branch (RAIB) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Accident Investigation Chiefs’ Council (AICC) was formed to optimize coordination between the three 

accident investigation branches (the Air Accidents Investigation Branch, Marine Accident Investigation Branch 

and Rail Accident Investigation Branch) of the Department for Transport. The AICC coordinates the 

development of joint memoranda of understanding and other working arrangements with external agencies. It 

also focuses on improving the effectiveness, efficiency and resilience of the branches. 

 

 

Crispin Orr 

Chief Inspector of Air Accidents 
 

Crispin joined the UK Air Accidents Investigation Branch as Chief Inspector in 

January 2017 following a career in the Army including senior appointments as an 

aviation commander, and head of flight test and air accident investigation units.  In 

2015 he established and was the first Head of the Defence Accident Investigation 

Branch.  

 

He is an active member of the ICAO Accident Investigation Group Panel and in 

2020 was appointed as Chair of the European Civil Aviation Conference Expert 

Group on Air Accident and Incident Investigation. 

  

Crispin has an engineering degree from Durham University and an MSc in Defence 

Technology from Cranfield University, as well as post graduate qualifications in Safety and Accident 

Investigation.  He is a member of the Royal Aeronautical Society and the Society of Experimental Test Pilots.   
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Captain Andrew Moll, BSc AFNI 

Chief Inspector of Marine Accidents  
 

Andrew Moll was born in 1959 and educated at Wymondham College, Norfolk.   

 

He joined the Royal Navy in 1978 as a seaman officer and initially specialized as a 

Fighter Controller.  He served in this capacity in HMS COVENTRY from 1981 until 

the ship’s loss in May 1982, during the Falklands Conflict. 

 

Thereafter, Andrew’s naval career was largely sea-going as both a surface and anti-air 

warfare specialist in destroyers and aircraft carriers.  His commands included: the fast 

patrol boat SNV AL FULK, while on loan to the Omani Navy during the later stages of 

the Iran-Iraq war; the Type 42 destroyer, HMS YORK, again in the Gulf and on counter-narcotics operations; 

and, the Type 22 frigate, HMS CHATHAM, leading NATO’s squadron in the Mediterranean and patrolling the 

Baltic. 

 

He was staff trained at the Joint Services Defence College, Greenwich, and completed two appointments in the 

Ministry of Defence: the first in the Directorate of Naval Operations, and the second as the Secretary to the 

Chiefs of Staff Committee, covering the period of the 2003 Iraq war.   

 

Andrew joined the Marine Accident Investigation Branch in January 2005 as a Principal Inspector in charge of 

one the Branch’s four investigation teams.  He assumed the post of Deputy Chief Inspector in September 2010, 

and was appointed as the Branch’s Chief Inspector in October 2018.   

 

Away from work, true to form, Andrew’s activities involve boating.  He is an RYA Powerboat Trainer and 

Yachtmaster; a Younger Brethren of Trinity House, and the Chairman of Trustees for Southampton Sea 

Cadets. 

 

 

Andrew Hall 

Chief Inspector of Rail Accidents  
 

Andrew has been with the Branch since its inception in 2004, was Deputy Chief 

Inspector from 2015 and was appointed Chief Inspector in 2022. 

 

His railway career before RAIB included a number of design and project 

engineering roles in the UK and overseas. 

 

Andrew is a graduate of Leeds University, a Chartered Engineer and a Fellow of 

the Institution of Engineering and Technology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UNITED STATES 

National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) 

 

 
 

The National Transportation Safety Board is an independent Federal agency charged by Congress with 

investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant accidents in other modes of 

transportation – railroad, highway, marine and pipeline. The NTSB determines the probable cause of the 

accidents and issues safety recommendations aimed at preventing future accidents. In addition, the NTSB 

carries out special studies concerning transportation safety and coordinates the resources of the Federal 

Government and other organizations to provide assistance to victims and their family members impacted by 

major transportation disasters. 

 

The NTSB originated in the Air Commerce Act of 1926, in which the U.S. Congress charged the U.S. 

Department of Commerce with investigating the causes of aircraft accidents. Later, that responsibility was given 

to the Civil Aeronautics Board's Bureau of Aviation Safety, when it was created in 1940. 

 

 

Jennifer Homendy 

Chair 
  

Jennifer L. Homendy was sworn in as the 15th Chair of the National 

Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) on August 13, 2021, after being nominated 

by the President and unanimously confirmed by the Senate. Chair Homendy has 

served as the agency’s 44th Board Member since August 2018. She is the fourth 

woman to serve as Chair since the agency was created in 1967. 

 

The NTSB is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with 

investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant 

events in railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline transportation. Chair Homendy is 

the agency’s chief executive, managing an annual budget of about $120 million 

and more than 400 full-time employees across the country, including the NTSB’s regional offices located in 

Anchorage, Alaska; Seattle, Washington; Denver, Colorado; and Ashburn, Virginia.  

 

Chair Homendy has used her national platform to advocate for the implementation of NTSB safety 

recommendations to improve the safety of all transportation modes. She is particularly passionate about 

championing the Safe System approach as a strategy to reverse the deadly epidemic of traffic deaths, ensuring 

passenger and fishing vessel safety, improving rail worker and passenger safety, and addressing NTSB’s long 

history of concerns with the safety of revenue passenger-carrying aviation operations, among other areas. 

  

Another of Chair Homendy’s priorities is to ensure the NTSB’s readiness to carry out its mission amid rapid 

technological advancement in all modes of transportation, including advanced driver assist systems, automated 

vehicles, commercial space transportation, uncrewed aircraft systems, advanced air mobility, supersonic 

aircraft, high-speed ground transportation, and clean energy sources to fuel vehicles, such as high-voltage 

lithium-ion batteries and hydrogen.  
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From 2004 to 2018, Chair Homendy served as the Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, 

and Hazardous Materials under the jurisdiction of the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I 

Committee) of the U.S. House of Representatives. In that role, Chair Homendy was the most senior strategic 

advisor on safety and economic issues involving the rail industry and its employees and passengers. She 

previously held positions with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, the Transportation Trades 

Department of the AFL-CIO, and the American Iron and Steel Institute. 

 

Chair Homendy is a graduate of the Pennsylvania State University and is pursuing a Master of Transportation 

Safety Administration degree at the Institute for Global Road Safety and Security at Clemson University. She is 

also an avid runner and cyclist, which fuels her advocacy work on behalf of vulnerable road users. 

 

 

Erik Strickland 

Executive Officer 

 

Erik Strickland is the Executive Officer of the National Transportation Safety Board 

(NTSB). He has been involved in highway and transportation safety for more than 

20 years and now serves as the key advisor to Chair Jennifer Homendy on projects 

related to NTSB programs, policies, and operations. Working closely with the Board 

Members and agency senior leadership, he ensures the priorities of the Chair are 

understood and integrated into a variety of agency mission objectives.   

 

Erik started his career with Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) and focused 

on working with states on implementing legislation to prevent impaired driving and 

underage drinking. He then spent nearly a decade with the Foundation for Advancing Alcohol Responsibility 

(formally The Century Council) and worked closely with elected leaders from every state to highlight the 

importance of youth education on the dangers of underage alcohol use. He led the engagement with state 

Attorneys General and their staff in a multi-year public service announcement campaign related to the 

responsible use of alcohol and the dangers of underage use.  

 

Prior to joining the NTSB, he was the Director of Federal Relations for the Governors Highway Safety 

Association (GHSA) where he represented state highway safety offices and supported their efforts to address 

vital highway safety issues by advocating before Congress and federal agencies for additional resources. State 

Highway Safety Offices received more than $500 million dollars in federal funding for behavioral highway 

safety and he ensured they had the flexibility they needed to address the unique safety needs they had identified 

in their states.  

 

Erik initially joined the NTSB as a Transportation Safety Specialist where he developed and led advocacy 

initiatives designed to encourage the implementation of NTSB safety recommendations. One of these efforts 

included the development of the agencies podcast, Behind-the-Scene @ NTSB. He hosted and executive 

produced the first 15 episodes of this unique advocacy tool.  

 

Outside of his professional work, for more than 11 years, Erik was a Fire Fighter and Emergency Medical 

Technician (EMT) in Falls Church, Virginia. The experiences he has as a fire fighter and EMT helped to 

reinforce the work he does to improve transportation safety through policy and education initiatives.  

 

A native of Montana, he received his bachelor’s degree in Communication Studies with a minor in Political 

Science from the University of Montana and holds a master’s degree in Emergency and Disaster Management 

from Georgetown University. 

 

 



 

Benjamin T. Allen 

Assistant General Counsel  

ITSA Executive Secretary 
 

Benjamin Allen has been Assistant General Counsel at the National Transportation 

Safety Board since 2013.  His responsibilities include providing responsive legal 

counsel to agency programs and activities to ensure the effective and efficient 

operation of the NTSB under Federal law and regulations.  As the senior attorney 

for accident investigations, he routinely works closely with NTSB investigators 

and outside counsel.  He advises Board Members and senior leadership on 

accident investigations, enforcement appeals, intellectual property, subpoenas, 

export control issues and requests for information from third party litigants.  He 

has also served details as Special Assistant to the Chairman and as the Senior 

Advisor for Program Quality to the Managing Director.  

 

Ben has been on scene for many high profile Board investigations in all modes of transportation, including the 

2013 Casselton, North Dakota train derailment, explosion and fire; the 2014 East Harlem, New York pipeline 

explosion and building collapse; the 2014 Virgin Galactic Spaceship 2 accident in Mojave, California; the 2018 

Miami pedestrian bridge collapse and the 2018 Branson Duck Boat sinking. 

 

Ben's previous legal experience includes both private law firms and government agencies.  During law school at 

American University, Benjamin worked for the U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Division, Aviation and 

Admiralty Litigation Section, and also served as a judicial intern for Judge Mary Ellen Barbara, then on the 

Maryland Court of Special Appeals.  He has worked for a number of area law firms, specializing in intellectual 

property, aviation law, commercial litigation and export control. He also served for five years with the U.S. 

Patent and Trademark Office, including as a staff attorney representing the United States at meetings of the 

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in Geneva, Switzerland.   

 

Ben earned his undergraduate degree in communications from Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas, 

working first in television and movies, and eventually becoming a software engineer with Lucent Technologies 

Bell Labs.    


